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The College of Public Affairs

and Development celebrated the
accomplishments of this year’s
graduating class through livestream
shown on its Official Facebook page.
The 21st CPAf Recognition Rites held
virtually on August 5, 2021 featured 39
students who completed their graduate
degree in Academic Year (AY) 20202021.
Leading the CPAf Class of 2021 is
Ernesto L. Bastida, Jr. of the PhD
Development Studies (DVST) program.
He is the recipient of the Academic
Achievement Award for being the top

PhD student of CPAf and the Academic
Excellence Award for having obtained
the highest general weighted average
(1.0781 GWA) among all graduating
students of the College. Bastida also
belongs to the top graduate students
in the University.
In his valedictory speech, Bastida
reminded his fellow candidates for
graduation of their responsibility to the
development process by improving
and applying their knowledge in their
chosen field. For Bastida, graduating
from CPAf and UPLB provides them
opportunity to become agents who
understand the people needing
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programs to develop their communities.
However, he also noted the
uncertainties brought by the pandemic.
“Maaring naging malabo ang ating
mga adhikain dahil sa pandemya, pero
maniwala tayo na muling sisibol ang
tapang, talino, at pagmamalasakit natin
bilang mga iskolar upang malampasan
ang mga hamong darating pa at
upang magkapagsilbi para sa ating
mamamayan. Lagi’t lagi para sa
bayan! Yesterday, today, and for the
generations to come,” he concluded.
(Continued on page 7)

CPAf Class of 2021
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

ZORAIDA V. AMPER

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

NICO JAYSON C. ANASTACIO ERNESTO L. BASTIDA, JR. FLORDELIZ B. DACUYAN
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

TESSA MAR L. ESPINO

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

HUANG LIUMEI

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

LIAN HUIJIE

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

ALMIRA G. MAGCAWAS

MASTER OF SCIENCE

KIMBERLY JOY ILAGAN

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

IRISH JOY M. INCIONG

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
AND GOVERNANCE
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

JENNY ROSE D. MANALO

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
AND GOVERNANCE
Midyear 2020

TEERAPONG WONGSATHAN LEONEL DA COSTA XAVIER

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Midyear 2020

EXTENSION EDUCATION
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

EXTENSION EDUCATION
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

MASTER IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

KANKANAMALAGE ARUNI
SRIYANI THILAKARATHNA
EXTENSION EDUCATION
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

MA. LARUE B. BALLESFIN
STRATEGIC PLANNING
AND PUBLIC POLICY
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

CHRISTIAN L. BANAL

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

SESINIO N. BELEN, JR.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
AND PUBLIC POLICY
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

RENELLE V. CARAIG

CAMILLE S. CARAMAY

SHEILA N. CASERIA

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT EDUCATION MANAGEMENT EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021 1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

MASTER IN DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE

JOHNREY A. FILLONE

JOAN A. CAJES

2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

REVY ANN GRACE Z.
JOLONGBAYAN

JOHN KERZEY P. LEGASPI
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

JESSA PEARL C. MANALO
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

PAULLIENE LAINETTE A.
MASUNGSONG

STRATEGIC PLANNING AND
PUBLIC POLICY
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

1 Semester, AY 2020-2021
st

HERBERT C. MOLINYAWE
2 Semester, AY 2020-2021
nd

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

JOHN CHRISTIAN Y. LARA

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

JORGE MANUEL C. LAUDE

ALFREDO P. NABOR, JR.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
AND PUBLIC POLICY
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
1st Semester, AY 2020-2021

ROSE ANN O. TORRES

PATRICIA MARIZ H. VALENCIA

2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

LEVILYN G. NABOR

KRIS JOVEN M. MEDALLA

MARY JANE F. GALLARDO

DANIELLE JAZMINE L. QUIROS
2 Semester, AY 2020-2021
nd
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EDISON P. TUICO

2 Semester, AY 2020-2021
nd

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

APPLE MAE C. PANISALES
STRATEGIC PLANNING
AND PUBLIC POLICY
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

CHARMAINE JOYCE V. SASI
STRATEGIC PLANNING
AND PUBLIC POLICY
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021
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EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
2nd Semester, AY 2020-2021

“When is it ok to be not okay,
and when is it not okay to be
not okay? This question was
actually asked by Boy Abunda
to one of the contestants in one
major pageant in the Philippines.
This tricky question became a
hot topic among netizens who
felt perplexed, disappointed, and
bombarded. Asking this similar
question, I know some of you
may have an instant answer to
this. Some may need enough
time to introspect and understand
the context. While others may
get confused as to how they
should respond.

especially my stay at the
university: talking with fellow
scholars, reading books in the
classy library, taking 18-units of
sociology coursework, seeing
snow for the first time, meeting
Filipino migrants, and going
around the place to feel the real
Turkey experience.

How I wished that moment
was just a nightmare na kapag
nagising ka okay na ulit ang lahat,
pero hindi yun ang reality. My
tears fell down while packing up
my things not only because
of the pandemic situation,
but because of thinking
about the sacrifices of
my family, advisory
committee, professors,
and whole UPLB GS just
to make me realize that
dream. Nung umalis ako,
I promised to myself that
I will make UPLB proud,
pero naglaho lahat ng yun
because of the pandemic. It
was my very first experience
of being heartbroken o mas
masakit pa dun.

Taking off on this, let me
share with you my way to
deal with that question as
a CPAf scholar in these
extraordinary times.
To our honored
guest, Dr. Jesus C.
Fernandez, UPLB
Administration headed by
our Chancellor, Dr. Jose V.
Camacho, CPAf Executive
Committee headed by our Dean
Dr. Rowena DT. Baconguis,
esteemed CPAf professors, CPAf
personnel, visitors, family, friends,
online
viewers, our
co-learners,
and my
fellow graduates, good
morning!

considering ang lahat ng mga
pinagdaanan ko just to get there.
Feeling ko parang pinaasa ako
that time kasi parang nagsisimula
pa lang yung journey. That time
pa lang ako na-excite pumasok
sa klase lagi. Then, all of a
sudden, para akong nanakawan
ng pangarap.

Since restricted mobility was
raised in the Philippines that time,
I could
not go
home right
away. All
flights were unavailable,
so I decided to stay in the
Filipino community office
together with other students,
for me to easily get an update
regarding the repatriation.
During the first week living in the
basement of a building, where
the office is located, I cried
every night worrying about my
family, relatives, and of course,
myself and my shattered dream.
Gustong gusto kong umuwi that
time because I feel much safer
than battling with the situation in
a foreign land. At the same time,
nanghihinayang ako sa once-in-alifetime experience that had been
given to me.

Valedictory Address

The year 2020 was indeed
a remarkably difficult year for all
of us. Our lives were challenged.
Our strength was lowered. Our
timelines were destructed. Our
goals were put on hold. And our
faith was questioned. Everything
has changed. The anxiety and
suffering instantly filled the
environment everywhere.
During the spike of the pandemic,
I was in Istanbul, Turkey for
my exchange program at Koc
University. Before the lockdowns,
I was enjoying every moment of
being an international scholar,

Ernesto L. Bastida, Jr.
I was really having fun while
realizing my dream of studying
abroad until one day, March
18, 2020, in particular, one
staff knocked on the door,
informing me that I need to
leave the dormitory and go back
to my country urgently since
all universities were mandated
to stop its operations due to
nationwide lockdown caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Nung
marinig ko yun, I was speechless.
Hindi ko alam ang gagawin ko

4

I spent almost two months in
the office. Every time I listened
to news about the increasing
number of COVID-19 positive
cases both in Turkey and the
Philippines, natatakot ako
sa mga posibleng mangyari.
Makakauwi pa ba ako? Lalala
pa ba ang sitwasyon? At paano
na yung pag-aaral ko? I was
really devastated that na hinding
pwedeng ipakita sa selfies and
Facebook Live ko para hindi
mag-aalala yung tao sa akin, sa
amin.
However, seeing Filipinos worked
together to provide assistance to
our fellows who were laid off from
work in Turkey; feeling the care
of UPLB, particularly Chancellor
Camacho, Dr. Lapitan, Dr.
Quimbo, and my professors for
constantly checking up on my
situation; and lifting my spirit by
my CPAf classmates and friends,
I suddenly realized that I am not
alone in this journey. Lagi kong
iniisip na matatapos din ang lahat
ng ‘to.
Fast forward to my return to
the Philippines, after a long
quarantine period, I decided
to embark on my dissertation
journey. Oo, natatakot ako sa

posibleng mangyari sa akin sa
pagpapatuloy ng aking pag-aaral
sa gitna ng pandemya pero mas
natatakot ako na hindi matupad
ang aking pangarap. That’s the
time I realized that there’s a lot of
life-fulfilling opportunities waiting
for me in my home country.
Katulad ng mga kapwa ko
magsisipagtapos, I pursued my
dissertation journey with courage
and hope. Hindi ko iniisip na
compliance lang to for me to
graduate on time. Pero ginawa
ko ito to fulfil yung matagal ko
ng pangarap na maintindihan
at makatulong sa indigenous
communities. Ilang buwan akong
nanirahan dun kasama nila
and that for me was one of my
happiest moments of my life.
Naging secondary na nga lang
yung paggawa ko ng dissertation
dahil higit sa diploma, nagkaroon
ako ng mga bagong kaibigan,
bagong pamilya, at bagong
pag-asa. Ang mga Higaonon,
Banwaon, Talaandig, at Manobo
na aking nakilala ay ilan lamang
sa tunay na yaman ng ating
bansa na sa kabila ng kahirapan
na lalong pinag-igting sa gitna
pandemiya, pinaintindi nila sa
akin ang ibang kahulugan ng
buhay – payak, pero masaya;
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mahirap, pero totoo; salat, pero
may pagmamalasakit. Sa aking
pananatili, mas naintindihan ko
ang tunay na gampanin ng isang
pagiging iskolar ng bayan, mas
naramdaman ko ang tunay na
adhikain ng College of Public
Affairs and Development at mas
nakita ko ang pangangailangan
para sa isang mapagpalayang
edukasyon tungo sa pagbuo ng
isang makaturungang lipunan,
lipunang hindi tumitingin sa anyo
at pinanggalingan, lipunnang
hindi lang nagbibigay ng pantay
na karapatan kundi pantay
na pagmamahal, at lipunang
pinapanatili ang tunay na yaman
ng tao, ang pagmamalasakit.
Bilang mga bagong graduates ng
CPAf at UPLB, binibigyan rin natin
ang ating sarili ng responsibilidad
na maging bahagi ng pag-ulad sa
pamamagitan ng pagpapayabong
at paggamit ng ating dunong na
yaman sa anu mang larangan
ang ating napili. Binibigyan
rin natin ang ating sarili ng
pagkakataon na maintindihan ang
mga taong nangangailangan ng
mga program para mapaunlad
ang sariling pamayanan. At
pagkakataong yan ay kaloob sa
ating ng mga taong naging bahagi
ng ating istorya. Behind these

achievements are the constant
people who never ceased to
believe in us.
First is our Almighty God, for
being our source of strength. You
have been our most constant
companion in our journey. Thank
you for the wisdom and courage
you have bestowed upon us. To
God always be the glory!

differences, for imparting to
us the knowledge that we can
use to change, if not the world,
our community at least, and for
making us feel that we have a
family who always looks forward
to welcoming us again. See you
soon!
Sa kabila ng kinakaharap
nating pandemya, kailangan
natin panatilihin na maging
positibo (hindi sa COVID)
pero sa pagtugon sa hamon
ng buhay. Hindi lang para sa
ating sarili kundi para sa mga
taong laging nakasuporta at sa
mga taong nangangailangan
ng ating pagkalinga para sa
makahulugang pag-unlad. Alam
kong mahirap ang maging okay

when you are losing yourself
in the pursuit of your life goals.
Our plans might be destructed,
but this should not stop us from
hitting our life purposes. Let
us continue to have a burning
passion and a prepared mind to
survive from another challenge
that life has prepared for us.

In my speech, I do not have
secrets of success to share
because I believe that we have
Second are our professors who
different life contexts. What works
do not only possess professional
with me might not work with you.
competence and expert
But I am just hoping that we are
knowledge but also have sheer
all okay and we keep on making
compassion and unwavering
ourselves okay amidst these
support to all the things that we’ve
uncertain times. Remember,
ventured into. Your unconditional
our future is never guaranteed.
love to your profession has been
Always wear your appreciative
felt by us. We are truly grateful
eyes to remain
that you have been
steadfast and
part of our lives.
constant with
Maraming salamat
your goals
po.
despite all
negativities.
Third are our families
Because after
for understanding
all, the best
our commitment
Bilang mga bagong graduates ng CPAf at
way to deal with
and passion. You
UPLB,
binibigyan
rin
natin
ang
ating
sarili
ng
life is through
have seen how
having a strong
many times we
responsibilidad na maging bahagi ng pagpositive and
failed and stood
ulad sa pamamagitan ng pagpapayabong at
hopeful outlook.
up for our dreams,
paggamit
ng
ating
dunong
na
yaman
sa
anu
how much time we
mang larangan ang ating napili.
Maaring naging
have dedicated to
malabo ang
finish our course
ating mga
requirements, and
adhikain dahil
how strong we are
dahil sa mga pangyayari sa ating
sa pandemya, pero maniwala
in continuing our study despite
kapaligiran, pero pilitin nating
tayo na muling sisibol ang
the pandemic situation. Isang
gumawa ng mga makahulugang
tapang, talino, at pagmamalasakit
mahigpit na yakap para sa inyo!
bagay na muling magbibigay
natin bilang mga iskolar
kasiyahan at pag-asa para sa
upang malampasan ang mga
Fourth are our friends,
pagbangon ng ating bayan.
hamong darating pa at upang
classmates, staff, research
magkapagsilbi para sa ating
participants, and even strangers
To personally answer the question mamamayan. Lagi’t lagi para sa
that we met by chance, you are
of Boy Abunda, it is okay to be not bayan! Yesterday, today, and for
all part of this victory. Hadn’t it
okay when you are still adapting
the generations to come, thank
been for you, this stressful, yet
to the new situation brought
you.
wonderful academic journey
about
by
COVID-19
just
like
what
would have not been possible.
others do. It really is a long and
Again, congratulations, Batch
Mahal namin kayo!
tedious process, knowing that
2020-2021! Padayon, mga Iskolar
our lives that we used to, have
ng Bayan!
And last is the College of Public
permanently changed. However,
Affairs and Development, for
it is not okay to be not okay
embracing and celebrating our
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ERNESTO L. BASTIDA, JR.
Academic Achievement Awardee
Academic Excellence Awardee

ALMIRA G. MAGCAWAS
Student Service Awardee
Recipient of Best Ph Dissertation

CPAf honors...

NICO JAYSON C. ANASTACIO
Student Leadership Awardee

JENNY ROSE D. MANALO
Recipient of Best MS Thesis

ROSE ANN O. TORRES
Recipient of Best Field Study

(Continued from page 1)

Aside from Bastida, Nico Jayson C.
Anastacio (Ph.D. DVST) received
the Student Leadership Award for
his exemplary leadership in initiating
innovative learning activities not only
for the students but also for the CPAf
community. Another Ph.D. graduate,
Almira G. Magcawas (PhD Community
Development) received the Student
Service Award for her outstanding
dedication in organizing learning events
and extending support services for the
students. She also received the Best
PhD Dissertation Award for her study
entitled “Social Entrepreneurship as a
Community Development Approach in
Selected Coffee Farming Communities
in the Philippines.”

D. Manalo (MS DMG) for her work
entitled “Student Engagement in
Remote Learning for Enhancing
English Language Proficiency Among
Intermediate-Level Pupils in a Private
School in Laguna, Philippines.” Lastly,
the Best Field Study Award was granted
to Rose Ann O. Torres (MPAf Major in
Education Management). Her study
is entitled “An Analysis of Budgetary
Appropriations and Policies for Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management in the
Aftermath of Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan)
Employing Multiple Streams Theory.”
These studies were selected based on
the following criteria: quality of science
and theory, methodological rigor, quality
of writing, and contribution to the field.

Meanwhile, the Best MS Thesis
Award was given to Jenny Rose

For this year’s Recognition Rites,
CPAf alumnus Dr. Jesus C. Fernandez
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served as the guest speaker. He is the
current Deputy Director for Program
of the Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education (SEAMEO) Regional Centre
for Food and Nutrition (RECFON)
based in Jakarta, Indonesia. Dr.
Fernandez, a graduate of MS
Development Communication and
PhD CD, was recognized as the The
Outstanding UPLB Alumni Alumni
for Communication for International
Development Practice in 2015.
Candidates for graduation will officially
receive their master’s and doctoral
degrees on August 7 during the 49th
UPLB Commencement Exercises.
This will be premiered on the official
Facebook and YouTube accounts of
UPLB and Graduate School.
Stella Concepcion R. Britanico

What was your most valuable
experience at CPAf?
“Standing in front of equally competitive and smart people
to deliver a report or to discuss a point regarding an issue is
what I consider the most valuable experience I had during my
graduate program. I am actually a shy person and through this
experience, I realized that I could be a good speaker.”
Jessa Pearl C. Manalo, MDMG

“In one of my courses, we were challenged to live a week
spending within the capacity of the Filipinos under the poverty
threshold. It deepened my desire to work in the development
institution I belong in and serve as an arm towards its battle
to achieve its external social goal of poverty alleviation and
uplifting the lives of many Filipinos.”
Joan A. Cajes, MDMG

“Acquiring new learnings really motivated me to finish the
program. As a lawyer for more than 15 years, I have been
exposed to all types of legal issues and intricacies of the
legal profession. But this did not deter me from acquiring
new ideas and knowledge and from improving myself
holistically. I knew deep within me that I still have a lot
of room for improvement to make myself professionally
competent and relevant.” Sesinio N. Belen, Jr., MPAf SPPP
“Probably the best learning experience I had in CPAf is
I developed a sense of wiser decision-making in many
aspects in my life. It should strike a balance between
scientifically-backed up information and data while
respecting and taking into consideration societal culture and
values.” Ma. LaRue B. Ballesfin, MPAf SPPP
“Finishing a degree under a graduate program at CPAf
takes so much responsibility. I really value the learnings
that I got from the experiences shared by my professors
and colleagues. It widened my understanding of the
different phenomena around us, and it challenged me to
investigate these phenomena in the context of development
management and governance.” Irish Joy M. Inciong, MS DMG
“Despite being the hardest, the philosophy class is what I
consider the most valuable as this shed the light on what
ultimately matter in my life and sharpened my thinking to
be more critical. Thank you CED 301, thank you po, Ma’am
Weng.” Teerapong Wongsathan, PhD ExtEd
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“My most valuable learning experience during my graduate
program at CPAf is having a good relationship with my colleagues.
Even if there are many challenges finishing our program during a
global pandemic, we are still able to finish it because we offer help
to one another, and make sure that everyone will succeed. That
is why we love CPAf — because of its people. Giving care and
love to one another is what we need right now to cope with this
“new normal” and I think it is a learning experience that we should
treasure.” Renelle V. Caraig, MPAf EdMgt
“When you enter the Program [MDMG], no one cares if you are an
honor student in college or if you are an executive in a company.
You are just an empty cup that gets to be filled every time you
come to class. Class attendance is not simply for compliance,
but an opportunity to share and listen to the brightest minds and
ideas.” Revy Ann Grace Z. Jolongbayan, MDMG
“My experience in CPAf was truly worthwhile. It helped me gain
new perspectives, not just from the able professors but from my
co-learners as well. These learnings are truly indispensable as
we advocate evidence-based governance and better delivery of
public services. And surely, these will be applied to our respective
fields.” Jorge Manuel C. Laude, MPAf SPPP
“As an international student from China, I felt the care of my
classmates and the tireless teaching of teachers in various
subjects when I was a PhD student at CPAf. I have a deep
memory that Professor Merlyne Paunlagui was warm and cheerful
to students. She often understood the difficulties of international
students and she was there to help me.” Lian Huijie, PhD DVST

Adult education learning activities were the most valuable
experience during my graduation program at CPAf. It was a
training on nursery management conducted by our group of
nine members to provide for the women members of the Los
Banos of association of organic fruits and vegetable growers
in Barangay Timugan. We made use of inquiry-based teaching
approaches during the training to make the learning activity
more participatory. In this adult education activity, I learned
the actual way of practicing the approaches and models
discussed in the lecture. Kankanamalage Aruni Sriyani Thilakarathna,
MS ExtEd
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What/Who motivated you
to finish your graduate program?

When something is important
enough, you do it even if the odds
are not in your favor.
- Elon Musk

“One of the primary reasons why I pursued PhD in Community
Development is to be able to contribute to addressing the needs of
communities particularly the disadvantaged groups of the society
such as the farmers, fisherfolks, rural women, youth, children, and the
elderly. The thought that I would be able to do more for them once I
finished my degree kept me going.” Almira G. Magcawas, PhD CD
“Cliché as it may sound, but my family, especially my little boys,
motivated me to finish my program. Whenever I realize that they, too,
have sacrificed with me, it really encouraged me to do my best to finish
what I started. I want them to learn that it is important to develop
oneself and that hard work always pays off.” Irish Joy M. Inciong, MS DMG

“I started my master’s degree with my work promotion as my sole
motivation. But while I was slowly gaining knowledge in the program, I
realized I was being pushed by my desire to equip myself with skills that will
allow me to make a difference in the field of education one day. More than
the degree, it is the learnings from the Program [MPAf] that will allow me to
better contribute and take part in the development of the country.“
Patricia Mariz H. Valencia, MPAf EdMgt

“MS DMG, the program as it is, had been my primary motivation in striving
to finish my Master’s Degree. Despite the intermittent years that I had to be
on leave of absence because of my workload, I knew that the learnings and
training that I would acquire from the course make all the sacrifices worth
it.”

“My desire to be a good role model to my daughter by giving education
utmost importance is my motivation to finish my graduate program. As
an old-age saying goes “Walk the Talk”, more than my words, I want
my daughter to see in me the value of pursuing education and awaken
her mind on the sacrifices in life to accomplish our individual goals.”

Jenny Rose D. Manalo, MS DMG

Joan A. Cajes, MDMG

Danielle Jazmine L. Quiros, MDMG

“The uncertainties brought by the pandemic pushed me to the verge
of giving up, but it was going back to my values and the reason why
I started in the first place that helped me get through my degree
program. When things get slippery and second-guessing myself takes
over, I always try to think of this manifesto: finish what you started and
let the fruits of your hardwork unfold--but first of all, take a break and
clear your mind.” Paulliene Lainette A. Masungsong, MDMG
“I was on my last semester towards attaining the MPAf degree when
I was tested positive with the coronavirus disease. In these tough
times, my family, friends, and dear professors have been my constant
motivators. I made it not because I can, but because the Lord can.
In my weakness, God showed me His strength. Glory to His Name
forever.” Charmaine Joyce V. Sasi, MPAf SPPP
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“My family has kept me going in finishing my program. But of course, there
were times when I really felt like giving up. I’m really grateful that my
classmates were the ones who motivated me to push and strive harder.
And now, we will be graduating together. Such a surreal feeling.”
“My passion for teaching motivated me to finish my graduate program
in CPAf. I know that there are many issues in the education system
in our country that we should address. And I want to take my part in
revolutionizing it. I know in the future we’ll get there! #Padayon”
Renelle V. Caraig, MPAf EdMgt

“During my entire four years in staying at CPAf, one person who
motivated me to finish my program is Prof. Willy Carada. From his words of
encouragement and unlimited support, I was able to finish my field study
and MDMG program.” Edison P. Tuico, MDMG
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What do you look forward
to after graduation?

What is your message to CPAf
students and faculty?

“Relative to the institutional learning outcome of
CPAf, I am looking forward to contribute to our
society through transformational leadership. This
does not just mean aiming to be middle managers
of our respective fields, but more of sharing and
learning from people’s experiences and best
practices to further human development and
nation’s competitiveness.” Kris Joven M. Medalla, MDMG

“As a learning community, CPAf puts equal
emphasis on theory, methods, and practice.
Therefore, after graduation, I look forward
to sharing all learnings and experiences with
the marginalized and disadvantaged groups,
whether in the forms of policy making, research
undertaking, policy analysis, or development
initiatives. I believe this is the true essence of
being a development studies scholar.”

“I consider my three-year stay at CPAf as one of the most
challenging yet very fulfilling and memorable experience. I
am very fortunate to have met classmates and professors
who eventually became friends and family. Let me take
this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to the
CPAf faculty and staff and all my classmates and friends
at the College for their support, guidance, assistance, and
friendship. I will be forever grateful to all of you.” Almira G.

“After this graduation, I’m looking forward to any
great opportunity in my career as working in a
development organization like CARD MRI. With
my learnings from the MDMG program, I believe
I can contribute better in the improvement of the
delivery of services to our clients.”

Ernesto L. Bastida, Jr., PhD DVST

Edison P. Tuico, MDMG

Lian Huijie, PhD DVST

“With the confidence I have gained in doing
research after my PhD, I look forward to
collaborating with more development-oriented
people across different sectors (e.g., government,
industry, and the academe) who will bring efforts
toward nation-building. The research works we
will generate will not only serve for publication
purposes but will really produce life-changing
benefits to the people whom we are serving.”

“I look forward to working in a developmentoriented organization where I can apply the
knowledge that I have learned. Moreso, I’d like
to take a step back and reflect more on what I
have become, since I have yet to learn more about
myself. Lastly, I hope I can be a volunteer in a
development-related environment, so I can also
give back and share a few learning experiences to
others.” Danielle Jazmine L. Quiros, MDMG

“After graduation, I expect to be able to take a
job related to my doctoral major, apply what I
have learned, and make my own contribution to
the development of China and the Philippines.”

Flordeliz B. Dacuyan, PhD DVST

“Graduate studies for me is just the beginning of a
very long journey to serve local communities. After
graduation, I am excited to be back with the local
communities to understand how our university
can facilitate and support their development
aspirations.” Nico Jayson C. Anastacio, PhD DVST
“I am a government officer serving as an
extensionist in a research institute of the
Department of Agriculture, Sri Lanka. After
finishing my master’s degree, I will establish a
sustainable extension program to apply scientific
research findings and new technologies that
will increase the agriculture productivity in our
country.” Kankanamalage Aruni Sriyani Thilakarathna,

“After graduation, I am looking forward to
putting theories into practice and to engaging
in collaborative works that will transform the
lives of people and communities. With greater
appreciation for the agriculture sector during the
pandemic, I am hoping to initiate and engage in
programs and projects among and between the
local government units, agricultural universities
and local communities to further boost the sector.”
Tessa Mar L. Espino, PhD AgEd

Magcawas, PhD CD

“I would like to thank all my professors who have been a
part of my journey during my 2.5-year stint at the UPLBCPAf. All of you played an important role in molding
me to become a better student and person. I am proud
that every course that I took under the MPAf program
was taught, administered, and facilitated by competent
professors.” Sesinio N. Belen, Jr., MPAf SPPP
“To all CPAf students, pursuing graduate studies in this
time of pandemic is not a walk in the park, so I salute each
one of you for your courage and determination to continue
and do your best in your graduate studies. If you’re
feeling unmotivated and lost, always think of the reason
why you decided to pursue you graduate program in the
first place. Think of how you can utilize your learnings and
experience in CPAf to create small changes, which can
create a huge impact in our society in the future.”
Ma. LaRue E. Ballesfin, MPAf SPPP

“Education is really a continuous process and knows no
physical and geographical boundaries. Even age does not
matter, for as long as you want to achieve and acquire
more knowledge, you can learn more and grow. Strive
more and you will reap the fruits of your labor. To my
mentors in CPAf, thank you very much!” Zoraida V. Amper,
PhD DVST

“I encourage the students to keep pushing forward. Yes,
our graduate studies may be challenging and many times
painstaking, but I guarantee you, it is indeed worth it!”
Nico Jayson C. Anastacio, PhD DVST
“I would like to thank you, all CPAf family members, for
your kind assistance throughout my study period. CPAf is
also a sweet home. I love the peaceful vibe of this place.
Finally, I am very glad and proud to be CPAf alumnus. If
I have chance, I will back to visit.” Teerapong Wongsathan,
PhD ExtEd

“I would like to appreciate and commend all the CPAf
faculty, students, and staff. Your presence makes our
beloved College welcoming, vibrant, and unforgettable.
I hope we all continue to be advocates of inclusive
development.” Paulliene Lainette A. Masungsong, MDMG

MS ExtEd
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“I would like to say thank you so much for your help and
tolerance for international students! We are proud of
being a student of CPAf and UPLB...And I think I would
like to conclude my PhD program as: P-Persistence,
H-Hardworking, and D-Development. Huang LiuMei, PhD
DVST

“To all the faculty and staff, may you continually be an
instrument towards molding and fulfilling every Graduate
student’s dream. We appreciate your hard work. Mabuhay
po kayo! “To all the CPAf students, never give up! Don’t
let any trial stop you from attaining your dream. If we
made it, you also will. One day you’ll share your story.
Padayon! To all the faculty and staff, may you continually
be instruments toward molding and fulfilling every
graduate student’s dream. We appreciate your hard work.
Mabuhay po kayo!“ Charmaine Joyce V. Sasi, MPAf SPPP
“I am beyond grateful to all the faculty members and staff
of CPAf for being warm and welcoming to all students.
I have never felt so valued in a college before. CPAf
has been my home and the people in it just made all the
walking to and from the lower campus and the jeepney
rides all worth it.” Patricia Mariz H. Valencia, MPAf EdMgt
“My snappy salute to all CPAf faculty and staff as you
have successfully produced again a list of professionals
with a wider horizon. With all the things that you have
taught us, including those not in the books, you truly made
us better versions of ourselves as compared to who we
were before we entered CPAf.” Jorge Manuel C. Laude,
MPAf SPPP
“I could not thank the CPAf faculty
enough for tirelessly sharing their
knowledge and expertise with their
students like me. Juggling work and
my post-graduate studies had been
manageable because of the trust
and support that they have shown
me over the years. To the CPAf students,
reading is key.” Tessa Mar L. Espino,
PhD AgEd
“I would like to say thank you very much
to my classmates. During group activities,
they unreservedly contributed their
knowledge, and so did I. Only in this way
we learned from each other and helped
each other. I also would like to thank CPAf
faculty for their tireless help and for giving
me guidance in learning my courses.”
Lian HuiJie, PhD DVST
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